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The Third Summit of the Americas in Quebec April 20-22 ended with a declaration by the leaders
of 34 countries of the Western Hemisphere that promotes democracy and commits to have a
functioning Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) by December 2005. The agreements did not,
however, resolve strong differences among the participants.
In addition, 30,000 demonstrators in the streets of Quebec were evidence of the growing opposition
to free trade agreements that opponents say grant excessive powers to multinational corporations,
are environmentally unfriendly, and will not benefit the majority of the region's poor. The leaders
agreed to release a draft of the agreement as it stands, giving environmentalists, labor unions, and
other critics a chance to review it for the first time.
Leaders at the Quebec summit pledged to complete negotiations on the treaty by Jan. 1, 2005, and
ratify the treaty by the end of that year. That would create a duty-free zone stretching from Alaska to
Argentina with 800 million consumers and economies that produce about US$13 trillion a year.
The Quebec declaration acknowledged "that the values and practices of democracy are fundamental
to the development of all our objectives." It says, "Any unconstitutional alteration or interruption
of the democratic order in a state of the hemisphere constitutes an insurmountable obstacle to the
participation of that state's government in the Summit of the Americas process." Although a major
focus of the meeting was making "representative democracy" a requirement for inclusion in the
FTAA, proponents acknowledged that the strength of democracy varies considerably throughout the
hemisphere.
Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien made a pointed reference to the controversial elections last
year in Haiti, saying during his closing remarks, "In some countries, democracy remains fragile."
However, Haiti is not the only country where the democratic process is weak. Peru is still in the
process of returning to democracy, Colombia, Paraguay, and Ecuador are all struggling with fragile
political systems, and, in many countries, corruption threatens the fabric of an otherwise democratic
society.
Colombia peace process is supported President George W. Bush hoped that the Quebec summit
would solidify regional support for Plan Colombia, the US- designed anti-drug effort for Colombia
and the region. He only partially succeeded. The leaders issued an official declaration supporting
the peace process in Colombia, but strong reservations about US emphasis on military aid remain.
Although Bush inherited Plan Colombia from President Bill Clinton, he has asked for even more
money from Congress for fighting drug trafficking in Latin America.
On April 9, Bush asked Congress to approve an additional US$731 million for fiscal year 2002, of
which US$399 million is to strengthen Plan Colombia and the rest for other countries in the region.
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Venezuelan president is most outspoken critic
While disagreements on many issues were undercurrents throughout the meeting, Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez was the only leader who signed the final declaration with open reservations
about the December 2005 target date and references calling for strengthening representative
democracy. "In Venezuela's case, representative democracy has been a trap that almost led the
country to bloodshed," he said. "Some barons who were elected felt that they had a blank check to
rob, betray, and steamroll others."
Speaking to the press, Chavez said democracy in Latin America and the Caribbean was not
threatened by "armed forces or conspiracy movements, rather by hunger and misery." Chavez
said much more consideration should be given to the different levels of economic and social
development that existed between the nations of the Americas. He said he lacked constitutional
authority to instruct legislators to endorse a trade pact by a certain date. Chavez said his
government would likely submit entry to the FTAA to a national referendum. "I am almost certain
that this issue will have to be submitted to a popular referendum," he said. "For Venezuela, the
FTAA is only a possibility, only an option and not a destiny set in stone."
Even his critics concede that Chavez has valid concerns about the trade agreement. "Unless we
are careful, the outcome could prove good for the United States but catastrophic for the rest of the
continent whose economies could be strangled by a flood of trade," wrote Teodoro Petkoff, editor of
the Venezuelan opposition daily Tal Cual. Chavez denied he had changed his position toward Plan
Colombia. "The was no turnaround on our part," said Chavez. He defended his administration's
foreign policy, which has moved from concentrating on the traditional alliance with the US toward
strengthening relations with other nations in the developing world including Cuba. "Venezuela
isolated?," said Chavez. "Venezuela used to be isolated, used to be lagging behind in the world.
Now we can say that the Bolivarian Revolution has put Venezuela on the world map in a way not
seen in the last 100 years."

Brazil also questions FTAA concept
While Chavez was the only leader to express formal reservations, he was not alone in his concerns.
Brazilian president Fernando Henrique Cardoso presented a sharp contrast to the enthusiasm of
countries such as Canada and Chile that want quick implementation of the FTAA. Cardoso said his
country's priority is strengthening the Southern Cone Common Market (MERCOSUR). Cardoso
said at the opening of the summit that the FTAA would be unwelcome "if it leads to anti-dumping
laws...and if it does not redress inequalities of the Uruguay Round of negotiations." Brazil has been
calling for the elimination of trade barriers that restrict the entry of agricultural commodities, such
as its sugar, into the US.
"There is not one way of thinking that can dictate the direction of the hemisphere," said Cardoso in
a reference to US economic and political domination of the region. "Perhaps there are 34 Americas
and even better 35, as we hope, in the near present future, to include our friend Cuba." Brazil's
public criticisms brought a sharp reply from the US.
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"I think we have arrived at a point where Brazil has to decide if it wants to be a global player or if it
only wants to be the largest economy in the Southern Cone," said US Trade Representative Robert
Zoellick.
In its coverage of the summit, an editorial in the Bolivian daily La Prensa pointed out that if the
FTAA were activated now, it would be under very disparate conditions. The US has 75% of the GDP
in the hemisphere, MERCOSUR 18%, and the rest of the countries the remaining 7%. Those same
remaining countries have 6% of the exports and 20% of the population in the hemisphere, while
MERCOSUR has 11% of the exports and 50% of the population, and the US has 83% of exports and
30% of the population. "What are we going to be within the FTAA? Exporters? Consumers? Truck
drivers?" asked the paper.

-- End --
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